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Fee 


The nature of the semi-secret, 
war-breeding oil grabs which 
American and British oil corpora- 
tions have been making in the 
Near East has' been’ further 
brought to light recently by a suit 
against the Arabian American Oil 
Company in the New York Fed- 
eral courts instigated by a James 
A. Moffett for $6,000,000. 

Some time before .the war, 
leases were secured in Arabia by 
the Standard-controlled Arabian 
American Oil Company, but, be- 
cause of British opposition to 
American operations, little had 
been done to exploit them. Fore- 
seeing the day that these leases 
would become operative, the oil 
corporation desired to keep King 
Ibn Saud agreeable and cooper- 
ative. However, when the war 
came, King Saud’s income be- 
came greatly reduced for various 
reasons and he began to demand 
six million dollars a year as an- 
nual payment for continuation of 
the leases held by the American 
oil corporation. 

The company, not wanting to 
pay the six million itself, hired 
Moffett, who is now bringing suit, 
to arrange matters so that the 
required money would come from 
the government—at the expense 
of the American people. 

“— conferred with the iate 
President Roosevelt,” Moffett told 
the court. “At Roosevelt’s sug- 
gestion, I prepared a definite pro- 
posal for action by the State De- 
partment. At Roosevelt’s request, 
I conferred with the late Frank 
Knox, then Secretary of the Navy, 
and with Jesse H. Jones, chair- 
man of the Reconstruction Fi- 
nance Corporation, which control- 
led the Export-Import Bank. 

“As a result of my labors, the 
Arabian American Oil Company 
was relieved of meeting the de- 
mands of the King, and this fabu- 
lously valuable oil concession was 
saved for the corporation.” 

Moffett explained that the United 
States made a lease-lend agreement 
with Great Britain whereby Britain 
ostensibly paid Ibn Saud the $6,- 
000,000 a year, while the money 
really came from the United 
States. (Apparently the lease-lend 
arrangement was a blind worked 
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EOPLE OFTEN ASK, “What can we do?” What can the indi- 
* vidual do to make a Christian world? Here is something we can 


_all do right now: We can start treating everyone around us—socialite 


or illiterate, rich or poor, Mexican, Jew, Japanese, Chinese or Negro 
—as if we really believe they too are children of God. If we really do 
this, we'll have our hands full,—it may even cause a riot,—but we 
will begin to change the world. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


power POLITICS. The international picture continues to be one 

of power politics. Russia is keeping a grip on Manchuria, eastern 
Furope and the Balkans and is determined to break into the Mediter- 
ranean through the Dardanelles. Russia feels justified in this because 
Britain has made scraps of paper of the Atlantic Charter and the UN 
charter by her action with the Dutch in Indonesia, the unapologetic 
sabotage of democratic hopes in Greece and Italy to protect the Em- 
pire lifeline and the maintenance of the old hold on Hong Kong. 
There are high points of hope in British policy in India and Burma, 
but that hope is dimmed a little by the realization that the British, 
French and Dutch are keeping all their smaller colonies and are ap- 
parently getting out only where they have to. 

The United States is still squirming under the secret agreements 
made by Roosevelt at Yalta. We are trying to counterbalance these 
agreements, which were made to win Russian cooperation in the war 
with Japan and in the peace afterwards, by a little grabbing of our 
own. We are making moves to encircle Russia in the Pacific, the Near 
East and Arctic regions with military bases—and we are very peeved 
at the Russians for acting suspicious! 

It all sounds a little like the story about the roughneck poker 
player who threw down his cards in disgust, crying, “The game’s 
crooked.” 

“Whaddaya mean, crooked?” demanded one of his fellow players. 

“Jest what I said. The game ain’t straight. Youse guys ain’t 
playin’ the cards I dealt ya!” 

However, there is real, substantial hope in the frank, hard-boiled 
appraisal the world makes of itself today. After World War I we went 
through an era of high sounding phrases and paper pronouncements 
that were undermined by the same type of power politics going on to- 
day, but then men were not aware of the trends and the dangers lurk- 
ing around them. Today there is awareness and uneasiness. The people 
of the world are filled with the fear of war and a hatred of the de- 
ception and selfishness that makes war. There hasn’t been time yet for 
the fear and distaste for power politics and war to be implemented 
or adequately expressed by the people of the earth, but we believe 
this will come. Already it is boiling up in the attitudes of students 
in the universities everywhere. It will some day reach into our polit- 
ical and economic life. The young folks of today are not being kid- 
ded. They are in dead earnest and are more spiritually minded than 
most of us realize. There are many encouraging evidences that God is 
working, not through the big names and voices at the top, but through 
the hearts of the common people and especially the youth. 


(continued on next page) 


Vatican and Jews 


Because of the obnoxious anti- 
Semitism of such Cathotic figures 
as Father Coughlin, it is often as- 
sumed that the Roman Catholic 
Church ig generally anti-Jewish in 
its attitude. In fact considerable 
opinion along that line has been 
expressed in Protestant circles. 
That this is not the Official atti- 
tude of the Vatican has been am- 
ply demonstrated by the revela- 
tion of the War Refugee Board in 
Washington, largely a non-Cath- 
olic organization, concerning the 
great service rendered to Jewish 
sufferers by the Vatican during 
the war. 

The Vatican not only used its 
influence in every possible way 
with the nazi leaders on behalf of 
the Jews, but also expended large 
sums of money in relief work 
among Jewish groups. This help 
was given secretly with no ap- 
parent expectation of recognition 
for these meritorious acts. This is 
borne out by the fact that the 
news concerning these humanita- 
rian services did not emanate 
from the Vatican but from non- 
Catholic sources in Washington. 
The Pope even went so far as to 
try to protect large numbers of 
Jews by alleging their conversion 
to Christianity, administering 
baptism to them under the law of 
the Church granting the right of 
baptism to anyone in imminent 
danger of death. 


Project Paperclip 


We have given our readers sev- 
eral reports about the practice of 
our War Department in bringing 
unrepentant, nazi military experts 
and scientists to the United States 
to serve here in comfort and hon- 
or, ... even to become citizens. 
At the same time, the United 
States Army is supposed to be 
purging nazis in Germany! Of 
course all this is excused by the 
fact that We are in an arms race 
with Russia, but the situation still 
reveals the hideous hypocrisy, 
deception and futility of war and 
the mass moral and intellectual 
adolescence war imposes upon 
man. 

Further enlightenment on this 
situation is revealed in a dispatch 

(continued on next page) 





Fee 
(Continued) 


out by the oil company’s friends 
in the United States government 
to keep the fact under cover that 
the American taxpayer was foot- 
ing the bill. Ed.) 

The arrangement saved _ the 
Arabian American Oil Company 
a huge sum of money and Mr. 
Moffett believes that his services 
in effecting this deal ‘are worth 
one year’s saving to the company. 
He is, therefore, suing the com- 
pany for $6,000,000. If that seems 
like a pretty big fee, it must be 
borne in mind that Moffett, hav- 
ing entree as he did to the White 
House and various government 
departments, was an enormously 
valuable man to know. He has 
been connected with important oil 
companies (Standard Oil of New 
Jersey and California among oth- 
ers) for more than thirty years, 
was a “dollar-a-year’ man _ in 
both World Wars buying oil for 
the United States and its allies, 
and, during the hey-day of the 
New Deal, was Federal Housing 
Administrator. 

French oil companies, supported 
by the French government, pro- 
test the British-American oil 
grabs in the Near East, claiming 
that they were left out of the 
deals and that the oil companies’ 
arrangements violate an interna- 
tional treaty. And American oil 
companies are buying huge quan- 
tities of Persian oil from the An- 
glo-Iranian Oil Company. These 
oil commitments, as we have re- 
ported so often, mean that the 
United States is becoming deeply 
involved in Middle Eastern affairs 
and, while the United States State 
Department maintains that such 
oil agreements are business deals 
made by private business men, the 
transactions could not have been 
carried out without the approval 
of individuals in the State De- 
partment. 


Project Paperclip 
(continued) 


in The New York Times of Janu- 
ary 4, from Berlin, written by 
Delbert Clark. Said Mr. Clark: 

“Infiltration of outstanding nazis 
into the United States with the 
tentative promise of citizenship 
for themselves and their families 
was revealed today as one result 
of ‘Project Paperclip,’ which in- 
volves the transportation of tech- 
nical experts to the United States. 

“Among the so-called experts 
now said to be in the United 
States as part of ‘Project Paper- 
clip’ is Herbert Axster, a Berlin 
attorney. There appeared some 
puzzlement at first as to how he 
qualified ag a technical expert but 
later it developed he had a tem- 
porary war-time job in a purely 
administrative capacity in con- 
nection with buzzbomb manufac- 
ture. Herr Axster, while appar- 
ently never a member of the Nazi 
Party, is known to have been very 
active during the war in responsi- 
ble positions with the high com- 
mands of both the Wehrmacht and 
the Luftwaffe. 


(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


| Far see AND THE GOP. The exaggerated shouts by the victorious 

Republican leaders that the GOP would smack labor back where 
it belongs, cut down income taxes 20 per cent all the way up to the 
top, chop two million off government pay rolls, cut down the public 
debt by three to five billion, have all been muted to cautious whis- 
pers. Decreasing employment, the ending of boom days, the facts of 
life as presented by the United States Treasury and the threat of a 
new wave of labor unity has changed Washington psychology. 

Perhaps most important to the average American who works for 
a living is the fact that the threat of cooperation between the CIO and 
AFL to fight anti-labor legislation has thrown a scare into GOP plan- 
ners. Labor legislation is needed to curb the exploitation of labor by 
its own leaders, to make unions responsible for contracts, to insure 
democratic procedure within labor organizations and satisfactory finan- 
cial accounting. But already post-war unemployment is beginning to 
show up on a fairly large scale in many centers. Workers aren’t hun- 
gry yet, but the sense of insecurity is growing rapidly. Millions of 
workers who, on a full stomach, voted independently and haphazardly 
last fall, with a growing sense of fear for the future are now turning 
back to their union leadership for support and reassurance as the un- 
certain future looms ahead. Labor leaders who overplayed their tricks 
last year and lost the following and respect of many of the rank and 
file of their members have been cleaning house. Union after union 
has been eliminating communists until there aren’t a half dozen un- 
ions in the whole country that have retained a communist element 
worth watching. Even the Wisconsin CIO, where capital and labor 
have both suffered severely through rabid communist methods and 
leadership, has kicked the commies, if not out, at least downstairs— 
out of places of control. All down the line this has happened. 

As a result the Republican leaders know that if they fight labor 
now, they are not fighting “foreign influence in labor,” “communists 
and Russian fifth columns.” If they fight labor now, they are fighting 
American working men—and no party that fights American working 
men can stay in power long. 

Hence, in line with our past forecasts, you will see a continued 
watering down of the vociferous threats to labor by congressional 
leaders as played up by the press and radio. You will see it all sim- 
mer to a few carefully framed laws, with dozens of delicately phrased 
amendments, “to protect labor” and “to further economic democracy 
for labor and management alike,” instead of laws to “put labor back 
where it belongs.” 

One of the big elements behind all of these developments is that 
the boom is rapidly running out. As we have noted, unemployment 
is reappearing on an increasing scale, and this will be greatly aug- 
mented by the fact that during the next six to eighteen months hun- 
dreds of thousands of veterans will be finishing their government- 
sponsored education and entering the labor market. As everyone 
knows, the civilian goods market is rapidly being filled. In a few 
months cars, houses and merchandise in general will be looking for 
buyers instead of buyers looking for cars, houses and merchandise. 
This will mean a complete swing around in the whole national out- 
look. 

With the enormous increase in America’s production capacity 
that has come in the past five years, 15 or more million men out of 
work spells catastrophe—or a new wave of social and economic plan- 
ning that will make the speeches by some of the little men in Con- 
gress today sound pretty silly. Politically everything depends on 
whether this crisis will show up before or after the 1948 elections. 
Economically everything depends on whether top business leaders 
will cooperate with sound, large scale social and economic planning 
or if they will fight all such efforts to meet the inevitable transitions. 
Spiritually all depends on whether selfishness and bitter class attitudes 
or a sense of Christian sharing and brotherly love will prevail. 


Pp mosea AND THE BOMB. The War Department and those 

_tesponsible for the destruction of Hiroshima and Nagasaki by 
atomic bombs are again trying to brush aside the ever-growing cloud 
of world condemnation and guilt that has been gathering over this 
act of American military violence. Lately, statements by President 
Truman, former Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson and Dr, Arthur 
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Project Paperclip 
(Continued) : 


“Frau Axster, who at latest re- 
ports was in Bavaria with her 
children waiting to join her hus- 
band in the United States, was 
less discreet. She was an officer 
of the National Socialist Party 
Frauenschaft, Under denazifica- 
tion laws this automatically makes 
her a major cffender. She is bar- 
red from activity in any public 
or private enterprise or profes- 
sion except ordinary labor. 

“Another interesting expert said 
to be in the United States is Herr 
Paten, former owner of factories 
engaged in the manufacture of 
auditory devices for the Luftwaffe. 
A well-known specialized industri- 
alist, Herr Paten left his wife be- 
hind but she is said now to be en 
route to the United States, if not 
already there. 

“Expediency in rounding up 
genuine technical experts and re- 
search scientists and making tem- 
porary use of their services is 
well recognized. However, there 
have been many misgivings here, 
even among some Germans, at the 
liberal provisions of ‘Project Pa- 
perclip’ in virtually promising 
United States citizenship to ar- 
dent nazis or pro-nazis and fami- 
lies, in return for services that 
could be required in any event. 

“Fear that the War and State 
Departments, in what is deemed a 
misguided deal, are setting up 
trained leadership for a potential 
fifth column or at least granting 
the citizenship prize to our former 
enemies has been freely express- 
ed.” 


Death and Wages 


When John L. Lewis leads the 
coal miners in a strike, the head- 
lines blare across the country and 
the hot-breathed radio commenta- 
tors have a field day. But when the 
coal miners die, as they so fre- 
quently do, the news is often rele- 
gated to the back pages. For in- 
stance, fifteen miners died and 
more than a score were injured in 
a mine disaster in Pennsylvania 
recently, but little was said about 
it. 

During the last five years, 6,561 
miners were killed and 322,873 
were injured—larger casualties per 
capita than the United States 
Army suffers during a war! 

The usual press attitude also 
is that the mine owners are being 
impoverished by rising wages, 
when the fact is that miners’ 
wages have gone up hardly enough 
to balance the rising cost of living. 

According to Victor Riesel of 
New York, profits have been sub- 
stantial. The Colorado Fuel and 
Iron Company earned a net profit 
of $1,025,126 in the third quarter 
of the past year and, during the 
same period, a number of other 
companies earned from $400,000 
to $1,000,000 net profit. The miners 
dig an average of 12,000,000 tons a 
week. The labor cost per ton is 
about $2; the retail price about 
$12. However, the retail price in- 
dex increased 11 per cent between 
June and October—from 133.3 to 
148.4 per cent, according to sta- 


(continued on next page) 





Death and Wages 


(continued) 
tistics compiled by the Bureau of 
Labor. 

The fact is that, compared to 
wages of other trained craftsmen, 
oil drillers, toolmen, typesetters, 
the coal miners should be getting 
from $80 to $100 a week—especial- 
ly in view of the dangerous nature 
of the work and the limited years 
of earning, caused by the un- 
healthy elements attendant upon 
underground work. In spite of con- 
stant propaganda against the min- 
ers heard every day, greatly in- 
creased wages will no doubt pre- 
vail within a few years. 


GE and Krupp 


We hear very little about the 
anti-trust suit being brought by 
the United States Department of 
Justice against the General Elec- 
tric Company for conspiring to 
maintain a monopoly, fix prices 
and other activities which, in col- 
laboration with  nazi-controlled 
corporations, greatly hindered 
America’s preparation for war. 
When news of this has been pub- 
lished at all, the press has usu- 
ally given only the defense side 
of the case in which General 
Electric lawyers claim that the 
_American company ‘‘outwitted the 
Germans.” 

Several years before the war, 
both General Electric and Krupp, 
the huge German steel and ar- 
maments corporation, discovered 
that tungsten carbide, when used 
as the cutting edge of high-speed 
tools, materially increased the 
production of steel parts. This dis- 
covery vitally changed the whole 
machine tool industry, one of a 
nation’s most important industries 
in peace or war. The nazis made 
full use of Krupp’s discovery but 
General Electric, to maintain high 
profits, kept tungsten carbide re- 
stricted in use in the United 
States. 

A cartel arrangement between 
the American and German com- 
panies provided for a pooling of 
all their patents, and gave General 
Electric a monopoly of tungsten 
carbide in the United States and 
Krupp a monopoly everywhere 
else in the world. General Elec- 
tric then immediately raised the 
price of tungsten carbide from 
$48 to $450 a pound which effec- 
tively prevented any wide use of 
it in America. In Germany the 
price never went above $50 a 
pound! 


Letters to Congress 


While Between The Lines feels 
that its job is straight reporting 
and does not want to become in- 
volved in letter writing cam- 
paigns, many of our readers have 
asked if it does any good to write 
to congressmen. Indeed it does— 
especially if the letter is written 
in the right way. Letters that are 
written in a promoted letter cam- 
paign, in which people are whip- 
ped up to write floods of letters 
all asking the same thing, do not 
have much influence. Such letters 
are artificial and do not express 
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When diplomatic meetings are in secret sessions, guards are thrown 
about to keep out all intruders. But military police and special guards 
cannot exclude from secret diplomatic conferences the presence of the 
sorrowing ones holding in their arms those lives which were torn from 
their hearts by war’s awful cost. While men debate their differences and 
talk of new wars, this presence looks upon them with eloquent silence. 
It is the presence of mothers who gave up their sons, caught up in kinship 
to the queen of mothers whose son was also torn from her and killed. Here 
stand all who have suffered and sorrowed because of hatred, violence and 
greed. Within this figure, towering in its tender strength, also stands God. 





X-Ray and Forecast (covinued) 


Compton have been given wide publicity as they have sought to re- 
establish the claim that the atomic bombs did end the war sooner, 
forced Japanese surrender and “saved” a million lives. 

These statements have been prompted by the growing realization 
among many citizens that the atomic bombings were unnecessary and 
were a horrible miscarriage of American military judgments. Part of 
this realization has been created by the report of the United States 
Strategic Bombing Survey. This report, published several months ago, 
was suppressed and ignored in many quarters, but its information has 
gradually been reaching the public. An American commission of 300 
civilians, 350 officers and 55 enlisted men made a survey in Japan as 
soon as American military forces took occupation. All areas of Japan 
and all ranks of Japanese were carefully investigated, resulting in the 
commission’s conclusion that “prior to December 31, 1945, and in all 
probability prior to November 1, 1945, Japan would have surrendered 
even if the atomic bombs had not been dropped, even if Russia had 
not entered the war and even if no invasion had been planned or con- 
templated. . . The Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic bombs did not 
defeat Japan, nor by the testimony of the enemy leaders who ended 
the war, did they persuade Japan to accept unconditional surrender.” 
In its report, the strategic bombing survey commission pointed out 
that, in both Tokyo and Moscow, former Prime Minister Konoye had 
attempted to start peace negotiations “at any price” early in May, 1945. 

Such damning evidence gathered by a large assembly of experts 
through painstaking scientific surveys makes the belated defense of 
Messrs. Truman, Stimson and Compton very flimsy indeed. 

In addition to the bombing survey report, there is the fact that 
the Navy has let it be known through various spokesmen that from 
the Navy viewpoint the atomic bombs were not needed. The Navy 
points out that all of Japan was under the complete domination of 
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Letters to Congress 


(continued) 
the voters’ real and natural senti- 
ments. But a sincere, intelligent 
letter, full of clearly expressed 
convictions has influence. 

Here are a few suggestions for 
writing to your congressman: 

1. Send the letter to the correct 
address. Congressmen should have 
their letters directed to House Of- 
fice Building, Washington 25, D.C., 
Senators, Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D. C. 

2. Treat your congressman with 
the respect and honor due him. 
Address him as ‘The Honorable 
John Doe, Member of Congress” 
or “The Honorable John Doe, U. S. 
Senator from 

3. Write clearly and legibly, us- 
ing a typewriter if possible. 

4. Be tactful; don’t write, “I de- 
mand...” Write that you “look 
forward” to his taking action in 
accordance with your “request.” 

4. Be brief and to the point. If 
possible, list a bill by name and 
by number. Your congressman 
doesn’t have time to read long 
letters. 

5. Sign your name. Anonymous 
letters are immediately consigned 
to the wastebasket. Be sure to 
give your own address so that 
your congressman will have the 
important information as_ to 
whether or not you live in his dis- 
trict or state. 


” 
. 





Immigration Facts 


Reports have been current in 
Washington that European refu- 
gees are slipping into the United 
States without the knowledge of 
the American people or Congress. 
Demands for an_ investigation 
have been made in Congress. 
President Truman has said that a 
mere trickle of immigrants are 
coming in, yet a few weeks ago 
the President ordered four large 
ships to stop at European ports 
to pick up displaced persons, 

For three years rumors have 
persisted that large numbers of 
refugees are getting into the 
United States via Cuba and else- 
where, arriving in the United 
States with visas and even with 
citizenship papers when they can 
hardly speak English. Government 
agencies won’t give out the facts, 
claiming that a presidential or- 
der, originating in the Roosevelt 
administration, prohibits the re- 
lease of such information. 

Here are a few facts pretty 
well accepted in Washington cir- 
cles: Most of the Europeans who 
have come into the country since 
1939 have been Jews and, unfortu- 
nately, the anti-Semitic elements 
in this country are making the 
most of this fact. Before the nazis 
became powerful, prior to 1933, 
Jewish immigration into America 
averaged less than 10 per cent of 
the total. As Hitler’s anti-Semiti- 
cism became more and more vio- 
lent, Jews began coming to the 
United States in greater numbers, 
until in 1939 and 1940 they made 
up more than 52 per cent of per- 
manent immigrants. During the 
next two years this percentage de- 
clined somewhat, but between 
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Immigration Facts 
(Continued) 
1939 and 1943 more than half of 
the immigrants admitted were 
Jews. 

In 1943, immigrants began to 
be classified, racially, under the 
countries of their birth and the 
term “Hebrew” is no longer used 
on immigration papers. Thus it is 
now impossible to determine just 
what percentage of European im- 
migrants are Jewish. This has 
given the anti-Semites and trou- 
ble makers opportunity to exag- 
gerate to their hearts’ content. 

It is also widely admitted that 
thousands of immigrants have 
come into the country secretly and 
illegally and that they have, 
through the intervention of 
wealthy citizens and “contacts” in 
Washington, by now _ become 
American citizens. 

It is quite likely that President 
Truman is sitting on the lid for 
political reasons, but unfortunate- 
ly it is a situation that can some 
day add a great deal of fuel] to 
the fires of racial hatred in Amer- 
ica. 


Iron Curtain 


The press is always writing up 
Russia’s “iron curtain” and sup- 
pressing practically everything 
that doesn’t add to that popular 
theory. Czechoslovakia has come 
under the Russian sphere of influ- 
ence, but since the Czechs long 
ago liquidated their landed aris- 
tocracy and divorced the Roman 
Catholic Church from its tradi- 
tional political and economic con- 
trols, the Soviet has interfered 
very little in Czechoslovakian af- 
fairs. However, when any impor- 
tant report comes through on the 
freedom accorded Czechoslovakia, 
it is ignored or suppressed by the 
press. 

For instance, Dr. J. E. M. Thom- 
son, president of the American 
Academy of Orthopaedic Sur- 
geons, reported recently that an 
American medical mission of 14 
persons making a tour of Czecho- 
slovak medical centers was unable 
to find the iron curtain, Dr. 
Thomson said that his group, 
which was sent to Czechoslovakia 
by the UNRRA, expected to be 
“shrouded by censorship and con- 
stant shadowing,” but found itself 
as unhampered as in the United 
States. 

“Our stay was marked by many 
delightful experiences, not only 
with government officials, but all 
with whom we came in contact,” 
he said. ‘“‘We constantly looked for 
that iron curtain or evidence of 
Russian intervention or influence, 
but never found it.” 

Also Dr. Ralph Sockman, noted 
Methodist clergyman, has been 
reporting concerning his recent 
visit to Russia, and again the 
press and radio have largely re- 
fused to pass on his findings con- 
cerning the absence of war talk 
among the Russian people. 

Dr. Sockman says that war has 
ravaged Russia far more exten- 
sively than the American people 
realize and that, far from thinking 
in terms of another war, the Rus- 


(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


Navy guns and Navy planes; that an armed invasion of Japan, as pre- 
dicted by Stimson, was neither necessary nor even good military strat- 
egy. The Japanese fleet had been sunk, Japanese air power destroyed, 
Jepanese armies scattered and without supply lines, all transportation 
lines cut, Japanese war factories utterly demolished, and thus Japa- 
nese ability to make war was ended. The Navy had a complete air 
cover over Japan and, as Admirals Halsey and Zacharias have stated, 
could have maintained this stranglehold indefinitely until Japan sur- 
rendered unconditionally and reorganized its island domain according 
tu American demands. All this, they say, could have been done by 
offshore control without risking a single American life. 

Dr. Compton’s statements have been given wide publicity to off- 
set the fact that a large number of the nuclear scientists who worked 
on the bomb stand in considerable horror and sad regret over the work 
of their hands and have been loud in their denunciation of the man- 
ner in which the atomic bombs were used. Dr. Compton is one of the 
few atomic scientists who apparently suffer no pangs of remorse over 
the destruction, when the war was actually over, of hundreds of thou- 
sands of unarmed civilians—if we accept the findings of the official 
bombing survey and the viewpoint of the Navy. Dr. Compton’s words 
are given wide official hearing, while the sad censure of scores of 
other atomic scientists are ignored or suppressed altogether. 


ORLD OIL REGULATION. On numerous occasions we have 

pointed out the futility of all efforts toward building a lasting 
peace until there has been established some guarantee of international 
justice in world trade and the administration of world raw material 
resources. Both the Atlantic Charter and the UN charter have recog- 
nized this fundamental requirement, and the UN framework was set 
up with the full intention that some such international control of re- 
sources should be formulated just as some international control of ar- 
maments would be established. Oil comprises by far the most impor- 
tant and critical raw material resource in the world 

We have also pointed out that American and British oil compa- 
nies have been undermining the foundations of the new peace struc- 
ture by the biggest oil grabs in history and at the same time have been 
doubling the crime by combating any effort at establishing an inter- 
national control over oil to insure each nation a just and fair share of, 
and access to, these all-important resources. 

Because the press and radio, under direct pressure of the great 
financial powers linked with the oil interests, have remained silent on 
this extremely important issue, some of our readers may have felt we 
overemphasized this action of American-British oil trusts. But, when 
we face the growing threat of a war centering in the Near East, where 
most military men say World War III will start, we do not believe 
the situation can easily be overemphasized. It has been encouraging to 
discover that the authoritative “World Report,” published by David 
Lawrence, has finally dared to point out, in a survey of world oil 
problems that: 

“Private oil interests are getting set to fight any attempt to bring 
the world’s petroleum under control of the United Nations. Although 
the Petroleum Division of the United States State Department has 
modified its recent proposal for a world control agency, oilmen be- 
lieve that an effort still may be made in this direction, and most are 
determined to oppose it. 

“Influential elements of the United States oil industry, which 
owns 55 per cent of the proven resources of petroleum in the world, 
(Italics ours.—Ed.) might go along with an international body whose 
powers were purely advisory. But oilmen are nearly unanimous 
against a world agency that could dictate policy inside the United 
States or modify concessions under which United States interests con- 
trol overseas reserves estimated at 17,000,000,000 barrels. 

“British-Dutch interests, which rank next to those of the United 
States in importance, also are believed to oppose any form of inter- 
national regulation.” 

Here you have in black and white, from another source besides 
BETWEEN THE LINES, information that the giant American financial 
forces linked to the American-British-Dutch oil monopolies are delib- 
erately sabotaging one of the most important foundations of world 
peace. 


Iron Curtain 
(continued) 
siangs are chiefly concerned with 
reconstruction problems and proj- 
ects. He said: 

“I know that when I say that 
the Russian people do not want 
war, someone will declare that 
the Russian people have no say 
in the matter and that the Krem- 
lin crowd determines whether or 
not there will be more war. That 
is not true. Even granting, as we 
must, that Russia is not demo- 
cratic in the sense that we are, 
the Russian people cannot be 
forced into war by their leaders 
unless the people themselves want 
to fight, and I have seen every in- 
dication that the people want 
peace.” 


Food and Politics 


The war against Russia now 
being waged by the Roman Catho- 
lic Church is being stepped up to 
an increased tempo. From now on 
even more rash and bold attacks 
against Russia will be made by 
the Catholic hierarchy in Amer- 
ica and by the Vatican itself. 

A group of American newsmen 
touring Europe was recently re- 
ceived by the Pope and the en- 
tire interview was taken up by a 
carefully phrased tirade against 
Russia and a denunciation of the 
help the United States has been 
extending to Russia. Even The 
New York Times reported on 
January 19 that the Pope said 
that a new tyranny was now 
threatening the world since the 
fall of nazism and that he spoke 
of our need to prepare to meet 
this tyranny with as great haste 
as We had met the threat of 
nazism, 

The Pope also said that Ameri- 
can aid to Europe was being used 
by the communists to help their 
friends and starve out their ene- 
mies. The Pope is right; the com- 
munists are guilty of that crime, 
but it is well to remember that 
for two years and more Protes- 
tants in Italy have repeatedly re- 
ported that American relief in 
Italy is being monopolized by the 
Vatican to strengthen the Catholic 
Church and weaken the Protes- 
tants,—thousands of whom have 
been actually starving. 


Japan’s Empire Day 


Our papers have been full of 
writings by the hate specialists 
telling of the Japanese failure to 


desert their traditional 
traditions. 

All such rantings are given the 
lie by the AP and UP reports from 
Japan concerning the traditional 
empire day. Said the news dis- 
patches of February 11: 

“Japan virtually ignored ‘em- 
pire day’ today. Allied headquar- 
ters authorized the Japanese to 
display yellow flags in their homes 
to mark the 2607th anniversary of 
the coronation of the mythical 
first emperor Jimmu. Few homes 
showed the banner, There was no 
mention of the significance of the 
day in the press or at any public 
functions.” 


imperial 





